
Skipper sets up 
victory charge

YORKSHIRE captain Andrew Gale 
scored an unbeaten century during 
the third day of  their LV= County 
Championship match against  
Middlesex at Scarborough to put 
his side on course for victory.

Gale posted his second ton of  
2014, a season’s best 126 not out, to 
help the hosts close on 400-5 from 
109 overs of  their second innings, 
which amounts to a lead of  421.

Alex Lees, Kane Williamson and 
York’s Jack Leaning, who made 
76, also added half-centuries to put 
the division one title chasers in a 
strong position having started the 
day at 29-1, leading by 50.

Second-wicket pair Lees and  
Williamson shared 132 inside 40 
overs through the morning having 
come together late on day two.

Fifth-wicket pair Gale and  
Leaning came together before tea 
and batted through until the  
closing stages of  the day to share 
182 inside 45 overs.

They scored the lion’s share of  
75 runs in the last ten overs of  the 
day, including three straight sixes 
for 20-year-old Leaning in four balls 
faced against Steven Finn, Ollie 
Rayner and Dawid Malan.

There was a thought that the duo 
could have opened their shoulders 
a bit earlier to allow them to start 
bowling before close, but Gale said 
the second new ball coming so 
quickly after tea meant they could 
not go out all guns blazing then.

“The new ball was due three 
overs after tea,” he said, having 
faced 180 balls and hit 13 fours. “If  
we’d have gone too hard at the new 
ball and lost three wickets, then 
you’re fighting the game back and 
can’t accelerate.

“The key was to get me and Jack 
a good partnership. The way we 
accelerated at the end, we scored 
at a good click and set the game up 
nicely. I thought we played the  
situation perfectly.”

Gale, who offered a tough  
one-handed chance to Chris Rogers 
at point on 40, would not be drawn 
on whether or not he will declare 
before the start of  play or bat on 
for a few overs. He is expected to do 
the former.

“I thought it was a good day,” he 
said. “It was set up nicely by the 
two lads in the morning (Lees and 
Williamson). 

“It is a tough pitch at times, 

especially when the ball’s hard. I 
thought to dominate like we did 
puts us in a great position.

“The new ball’s crucial, getting 
Chris Rogers out early. We’ll see 
what happens.”

While Gale continued his liking 
for this venue - he scored a big  
double hundred here last year - 
York youngster Leaning enhanced 
his impressive breakthrough cam-
paign with three fours and as many 
sixes in 143 balls before being 
stumped against Malan’s leg-spin.

Gale, who was struck painful 
blows on the left thumb and elbow 
by Finn, added: “When you’re 
losing guys like Ballance, Root 
and Plunkett to England, you need 
the young lads to step up and do 
the job, and I think Jack’s had a 
fantastic year.”

SCOREBOARD
LV= County Championship

Division one
Yorkshire v Middlesex

at Scarborough
Yorkshire First Innings: 253 (A Lyth 117; S T  

Finn 4-81). Middlesex First Innings: 232 (J A 
Simpson 110, D J Malan 78; R J Sidebottom  
7-44).

Yorkshire Second Innings
A Lyth c Malan b T J Murtagh.......................................9
A Z Lees c Malan b T J Murtagh............................... 67
K S Williamson c Rayner b T J Murtagh..................62
A W Gale not out.......................................................126
J M Bairstow c Helm b Roland-Jones......................32
J A Leaning st Simpson b Malan.............................. 76
A U Rashid not out.........................................................5
Extras (b10 lb10 w1 nb2)..........................................23
Total 5 wkts (109 overs)...........................................400
Fall: 1-14 2-146 3-155 4-201 5-383.
Bowling: T J Murtagh 23-6-64-3, Finn 20-3-88-0, 
Roland-Jones 18-3-71-1, Rayner 27-2-94-0, Helm 
17-2-44-0, Malan 4-1-19-1.
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An England opening in prospect for in-form Adam
ADAM LYTH, my opening partner in 
the County Championship, is going 
from strength to strength and keeps 
racking up those runs.

It was another fantastic knock 
which brought him a hundred on Sat-
urday against Middlesex, and he had 
to battle through a pretty tough morn-
ing with the ball seaming around.

He is a good asset for us against 
the new ball because if you give him 
a bad ball, he will put it away. He is 
very pleasing on the eye, too.

If England had to make a change 
at the top of their Test match order, I 
don’t think you can look beyond him 
at the minute. You’ve got to go for the 
in-form batter.

He’s passed 1,000 runs, and I 
don’t think there’s anybody else you 
can select. He’s also scored his runs 

in division one, and that’s massively 
in his favour.

He had a fantastic season a few 
years ago (2010) but couldn’t really 
back that up. But he’s 26 or 27 now, 
and maturity can come with age.

Although I haven’t really thought 
about it, I’m sure he’ll be in the eye 
of an England selector and won’t be 

far away from something, whether it’s 
this summer or in the winter.

Switching formats, we’ve played 
some really good cricket and some 
poor cricket in Twenty20, and we 
were disappointed on Friday be-
cause we thought our score of 147-6 
was enough on that wicket to beat 
Birmingham.

Unfortunately, Laurie Evans played 
a superb knock to get them home.

Nottinghamshire are a very good 
Twenty20 side, which they’ve proved 
over the last few years. But we think 
we’re a good side, and we believe 
we have the quality to overcome 
anything they throw at us on a Friday 
night in a game we’re likely to have to 
win to qualify for the quarter-finals.

Even though Aaron Finch has 
struggled through the majority of the 
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CENTURION: Yorkshire skipper Andrew Gale in full flow at Scarborough Picture: Alex Whitehead/swpix.com

Gale and Leaning lead Tykes into strong position
BY GRAHAM HARDCASTLE
Yorkshire CCC reporter

Extra reward for 
RI coach Collins
YORK RI Girls Under-11s coach 
Chris Collins has been rewarded for 
pledging to Give Extra and make a 
difference. 

The 44-year-old, pictured, has won 
Halifax’s Youth Sport Club Pledge 
Big Reward and has received £250 
worth of sports kit for the New Lane-
based team.

The £250 vouch-
ers rewarded by 
Halifax will be going 
towards buying new 
kit for the team, who 
are reigning City 
of York Girls’ U11s 
Football League 
champions.

Collins said: “It is fantastic to be 
recognised by Halifax for pledging 
to give extra back to my community. 
I was delighted to receive the initial 
reward for simply making my pledge, 
and thrilled to have won the £250 
sports kit vouchers from Halifax. 

“The girls are incredible and  
deserve a brand new kit to play in 
next season.

“We’re also looking for a local 
sponsor for additional support. The 
football club is voluntary and we 
need all the support we can get.”   

For more information about  
sponsoring the team, phone  
Collins on 01904 331544 or email 
sidneyuk@hotmail.com

Netball course
AFTER a popular response, Rufforth 
Netball Club are extending their 
netball coaching course until August 
19. Sessions are every Tuesday from
6.30pm to 7.30pm at Manor C E
Academy, Millfield Lane, Poppleton.

The price is £1 each week. There is 
no need to book. Would-be  
players are asked to turn up at 
Manor’s outside netball courts at the 
rear of the school.

Golden arm
CITY of York Athletic Club’s George 
Davies won javelin gold for England 
at the British Schools’  
Championships.

The 16-year-old, pictured, won the 
competition with a 
personal best throw 
of 70.07 metres, 
following on from 
his silver medal at 
the English Schools 
Championships the 
previous week in 
Birmingham.

Coach Paul 
Wilson said: “This is a great 
achievement for George as he has 
worked hard all year and now got the 
rewards. This throw has also given 
him the qualifying standard for next 
year’s World Youth Championships 
in Columbia.”

Annual meeting
THORNTON-le-Dale Football Club 
will be holding their annual general 
meeting at the Buck Inn on Sunday, 
July 27, at 6pm. The club have two 
senior teams in the first and second 
divisions of the newitts.com Beckett 
Football League, as well as a  
progressive junior set-up.

competition, he’s a top player.
I think the wickets have something 

to do with that. He’s been caught off 
the back of the bat three times in re-
cent games. The best pitch he played 
on at Old Trafford, he got 80-odd and 
won us the game. I wouldn’t be at all 
surprised if he came to the party on 
Friday and won us the game because 
he’s a big game player.

Gary Ballance is proving what a 
superb player he is, having scored 
another Test hundred at Lord’s a few 
days ago. 

I know he was in the papers last 
week after a night out, although he’s 
a young man who’s allowed to go out 
and enjoy himself. Maybe it wasn’t 
the way he would have wanted to 
portray himself, but you can’t argue 
with what he’s done on the field.


